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Field 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

...............................................Total, all surveyed fields 306,918 302,411 298,928 294,931 293,079 298,232 303,742 317,292

.......................Total, science and engineering fields 262,562 256,777 251,999 247,576 245,894 249,369 254,975 267,531

......................................................Sciences, total 187,276 185,258 183,125 179,912 178,690 180,987 182,232 191,238

.....................................Physical sciences, total 23,614 23,063 22,300 21,482 21,352 21,446 21,505 22,031
.......................................................Astronomy 591 556 525 471 509 511 542 538

........................................................Chemistry 13,549 13,489 13,301 12,985 12,882 12,889 12,878 13,072
............................................................Physics 9,208 8,771 8,247 7,825 7,665 7,664 7,701 8,045

.................................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 266 247 227 201 296 382 384 376

......................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 11,551 11,646 11,431 10,911 10,789 10,692 10,644 10,489
.....................................Atmospheric sciences 1,071 1,037 1,059 1,057 933 889 931 891

...................................................Geosciences 5,869 5,808 5,632 5,372 5,133 5,106 5,107 5,021
................................................Oceanography 2,119 2,109 2,048 1,922 2,012 2,051 2,083 2,042

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,492 2,692 2,692 2,560 2,711 2,646 2,523 2,535

.............................Mathematical sciences, total 13,095 12,228 11,918 11,060 10,745 10,554 10,516 11,732
..............Mathematics & applied mathematics 10,581 9,736 9,452 8,926 8,695 8,388 8,352 9,380

..........................................................Statistics 2,514 2,492 2,466 2,134 2,050 2,166 2,164 2,352

...........................................Computer sciences 17,090 17,043 17,307 18,393 19,332 21,663 24,262 26,717

.........................................Agricultural sciences 10,989 11,139 10,742 10,662 10,560 10,732 10,433 10,503

...................................Biological sciences, total 38,687 38,414 38,117 37,392 37,557 37,533 37,228 38,276
..........................................................Anatomy 797 770 784 770 691 673 696 660

...................................................Biochemistry 3,871 3,854 3,692 3,580 3,597 3,561 3,496 3,474
............................................................Biology 7,681 7,356 7,684 7,840 7,704 7,617 7,448 7,614

....................................Biometry/epidemiology 1,732 1,724 1,777 1,734 2,165 2,216 2,198 2,332
.......................................................Biophysics 415 472 459 419 417 416 443 549

.............................................................Botany 2,621 2,466 2,364 2,253 2,183 2,112 2,075 2,088
.....................................................Cell biology 2,278 2,381 2,414 2,380 2,535 2,670 2,831 2,935

...........................................................Ecology 1,314 1,406 1,399 1,403 1,431 1,439 1,465 1,543
.................................Entomology/parasitology 1,193 1,179 1,171 1,101 1,109 1,087 1,055 1,119

..........................................................Genetics 1,083 1,077 1,119 1,144 1,075 1,099 1,045 1,113
..................Microbio., immunology, & virology 3,564 3,502 3,395 3,313 3,256 3,215 3,201 3,191

...........................................................Nutrition 3,408 3,535 3,518 3,399 3,370 3,384 3,212 3,171
........................................................Pathology 1,046 1,023 1,026 1,010 1,008 982 944 979

.................................................Pharmacology 1,979 1,872 1,797 1,750 1,810 1,820 2,022 2,009
.......................................................Physiology 1,521 1,548 1,439 1,373 1,341 1,305 1,167 1,111

...........................................................Zoology 1,951 1,914 1,780 1,598 1,558 1,496 1,442 1,391
..........................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,233 2,335 2,299 2,325 2,307 2,441 2,488 2,997

...............................................Psychology, total 19,897 19,867 19,178 19,902 19,643 18,977 18,590 19,593
........................................Psychology, general 8,262 7,753 7,259 7,824 7,707 7,138 6,912 7,423

.........................................Clinical psychology 2,985 3,095 3,019 3,126 2,955 2,940 2,978 2,993
...........................................Psychology, n.e.c. 8,650 9,019 8,900 8,952 8,981 8,899 8,700 9,177

........................................Social sciences, total 52,353 51,858 52,132 50,110 48,712 49,390 49,054 51,897
....................................Agricultural economics 2,107 2,159 1,999 1,945 1,925 1,946 2,016 2,091

......................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,421 5,348 5,417 5,194 5,176 5,262 5,289 5,239
......................Economics (except agricultural) 7,953 7,675 7,347 6,743 6,386 6,441 6,527 6,947

......................................................Geography 3,443 3,448 3,470 3,466 3,459 3,387 3,259 3,621
..................History and philosophy of science 198 212 211 222 222 296 272 298

.......................................................Linguistics 2,077 2,046 1,973 1,953 1,876 1,834 1,761 1,805
..............................................Political science 16,963 16,607 16,154 15,145 14,482 15,025 14,966 16,203

........................................................Sociology 6,078 6,095 6,086 6,053 5,866 5,712 5,641 5,797
...................................Sociology/anthropology 673 635 649 690 678 605 602 620

....................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 7,440 7,633 8,826 8,699 8,642 8,882 8,721 9,276

..................................................Engineering, total 75,286 71,519 68,874 67,664 67,204 68,382 72,743 76,293
.......................................Aerospace engineering 2,872 2,549 2,399 2,310 2,295 2,308 2,350 2,424
......................................Agricultural engineering 1,006 981 959 893 880 888 845 839
......................................Biomedical engineering 1,601 1,620 1,671 1,824 1,842 1,991 2,046 2,196

.........................................Chemical engineering 5,521 5,362 5,278 5,142 5,049 4,825 5,089 4,883
.................................................Civil engineering 13,683 13,368 13,035 12,332 11,886 12,005 12,511 12,674

.........................................Electrical engineering 20,424 19,132 18,121 18,840 19,007 19,830 21,999 23,763
...........................................Engineering science 1,359 1,287 1,246 1,117 1,063 1,102 986 1,085

.............................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 9,096 8,474 7,985 7,437 7,384 7,665 8,351 8,784
......................................Mechanical engineering 12,476 11,667 11,129 10,713 10,797 10,830 11,553 11,790

................................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,596 3,395 3,266 3,215 3,173 3,053 3,110 3,416
.............................................Mining engineering 325 289 258 233 197 214 264 224
............................................Nuclear engineering 1,062 975 826 751 715 716 672 691

........................................Petroleum engineering 477 438 432 442 459 531 525 558
..............................................Engineering, n.e.c. 1,788 1,982 2,269 2,415 2,457 2,424 2,442 2,966

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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....................................................Total, health fields 44,356 45,634 46,929 47,355 47,185 48,863 48,767 49,761

...............................................Medical fields, total 8,834 9,197 9,211 9,155 9,666 10,148 10,015 10,498
.................................................Anesthesiology 214 205 295 285 325 303 362 379

.........................................................Cardiology 0 0 0 10 10 34 26 25
................................Oncology/cancer research 125 125 117 123 139 145 141 146

...................................................Endocrinology 63 53 46 43 58 67 57 53
..............................................Gastroenterology 0 0 0 3 6 7 14 7

.......................................................Hematology 2 1 3 3 1 5 6 6
.........................................................Neurology 704 723 742 819 889 999 1,073 1,173

...............................Obstetrics and gynecology 2 1 0 5 8 13 8 20
..................................................Ophthalmology 26 24 31 30 31 49 58 46

..........................................Otorhinolaryngology 2 0 0 2 0 3 6 4
..........................................................Pediatrics 186 170 217 241 226 243 257 287

............Preventive medicine/community health 6,455 6,844 6,718 6,531 7,003 7,241 6,831 6,977
.........................................................Psychiatry 97 114 102 101 64 58 73 129

...........................................Pulmonary disease 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
..........................................................Radiology 252 195 159 163 148 135 124 153

.............................................................Surgery 115 168 161 168 118 118 139 122
....................................Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 591 574 620 628 640 727 839 970

........................................Other health fields, total 35,522 36,437 37,718 38,200 37,519 38,715 38,752 39,263
................................................Dental sciences 1,006 1,000 1,080 1,170 1,204 1,199 1,213 1,239

.............................................................Nursing 17,869 18,349 17,582 17,451 16,354 16,425 15,599 15,755
..................................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,330 2,255 2,311 2,163 2,115 2,570 2,839 3,063

.............................Speech pathology/audiology 6,638 6,775 7,267 7,553 7,435 7,654 7,883 7,778
..........................................Veterinary sciences 854 921 945 1,172 1,235 1,267 1,322 1,430
.........................................Health related, n.e.c. 6,825 7,137 8,533 8,691 9,176 9,600 9,896 9,998

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


